at. 12, Frederick, Md. 21701 
3/19/77 


Mr. fhoraas 0'Meill, Speaker 
Houseof tepresentativea 
Washington, B.C. 20515 

Bear Mr. Speaker, 

la writing you about your assassinations committee this time I think I can bring 
you words of sheer, feat there is a Sepabliean ^©m^essaan from ^ouisville who loves 
the late Br. ^artin Lather King, Jr., the nan responsible for all the civil rights 
troubles — «nd the ^oalsville bussing teat followed — enough to go public and on nation- 
wide If with charges against the FH (those outlanders who did the investigating) is 
assurance that there are those who can rise above mere principle. 

When the overdue epitaph of year ugdatedMamkxS Seyateue Sops is written 1 think 
there ah^id be a chapter titled "Always an ^uaday." ®his would relate to the magical 
circumstances teat have ell tee leaks for Sunday use, when there is nobody in offices 
to provide another version. 

This weekend smells of one %tftea laird, 28 years on the Bowling Green po2J.ee 
force, a nan so steeped in tee neve areane of police s stances teat he had difficulty 
plaeing a cell to as in 1973. 

Memory is not perfect hat' ay wcclleobiiCB of his story tees is teat tee F0X was 
perseoaMag m» over charges of planned bombings* Coincidence , of course, if there wsa 
an closeness in rise to tee integration of tee schools. Se had his car wired far sound, 
as what good Mtisan does not. fee story teen was net teat one tape had been stolen, 
tonight’ s ff version. Merely that his science failed and one was useless. 

X must have wandered hew many FBI age&ts wander around site a half Bill i on un- 
accounted dollars of the taxpayers money to offer those they suspect are testers or 
dynaajtera bet ^ guess X was overly suspieleus because free tonight’s f? neither 
Congressman Snyder nor Biehard Sprague had any such misgivings, 

^BE* t you think that now you are Speaker you might do something about this loose- 
ness with federal funds? 

I am hardly an expert on Clifton Laird but it seems to stick in ay mind that Ms 
accomplishments in police science were 1 such teat in 1975 he was studying meat-cutting, 
an honorable calling. 

But do not despair of your committee. They are wprking Saturday evenings, at least 
while they have an appropriation and continuation to Justify. I was phoned Just before 
supper to see if I had and would provide a transcript of the deposition of ?ercy Fore- 
man. I was a bit surprised at two aspects of tMs. First of all last w cteber I told one 
of tee counsel where what legal records were, even the names of the clerks of the court* 

If you examine their vouchers you will find they were in Memphis since then. low if the 
clerk of tee federal court, a gentleman (within ay experience) named Beed, is not co- 
operating with the Congress X thiwk you should knew about it. It may interest you less 
to know that your investigators can*t find the elerk of the court. Especially after I let 
teem have all tee other transcripts of that proceeding. (Xdu’d net know this if you read 
tee transcript of the hearing where there was reference to them, they have it there teat 
the Memphis prosecution was on the one hand providing this end m the other refusing 
to provide anything without a subpoena net yet served, that being only two mattes 
after the committee was established.) 

feis business of questioning Mr. Foreman, who put Mr* Say away telle seeing to it 
there would be no trial, is , we over white Sprague ate i disputed. At one point he told 
me teat questioning him without the most thorough preparation and without regard fear 
i4 r. Bay’s wights would be "totally end completely* wrong. !e did net then discuss it all. 
Like that Mr. Bay charges teat Foreman coerced him. Or that there is a pending federal 
charge of this against Mr* Foreman in federal court in Balias, where he teak #100,000 
from the sons of H.L.Hunt t© see to it that Ms client Sid not testify, v I have examined 



the o riginal records of it.) S Q you need act worry about potty matters, like the 
psepciety of the louse having a lawyer testify against his client or by-passing that 
clxent s current lawyer who iaiisted m the preservation of legal rights. Giving 
Feray Foreman the fomum of the House when he is charged with obstructing justice should 
p.ve you joy, nor worry. It will he a real credit to the House, I*a sure you'll agree. 

I want to be careful not to mislead you about Mr. Foreman, ate She Texas lager, fie 
insists on the the. le is an accomplished defender of the rights of the accused. The 
eoart records a loaned to your committee show that Mr. Say’s earlier counsel and %. Say 
both rejected a prosecution offer of a 20-year sentence for a guilty plea. Once Mr, 
Foreman was in the ease he not only had this increased to 99 years but persuaded &r. 
teyte agree, I do not think ail of this eaa be attributed to the fast that prior counsel 
just happened to be the lawyer who as mayor of Mralngham turned fire-hoses and police 
dogs loose on peaceful demonstrators longing to vote and be educated. 

Prom this 1 think you can see the wisdom mod pereeptiveness of the oemmittse’s 
staff counsel who said the committee would "solve* the Hng assassination through 
r. Foreman. This accounted for their urgent need for a waiver from %. Shy before they 
did any investigation of the crime itself or held any hearing at ail. 

I’m sure it was just an innocent oversight that whoa the committee ffignod m +m, 

to ask f<sr tide Foreman traaseript the staffer did not tell me that yesterday 

*■*•* .Jr* *■* s counsel, refused to give the asm traaseript 

to the same committee, p 

mJ^^***?* *** 1 reaii * 0 **“* eemhttee still has a phone-taping 
J? hm t xt happened. *•*»» a Mho phoned me was not weighed down 
d ! tails * 1 3 Wsted that it might be helpful in accuracy If What I told 
foreman were tape-recorded because like sene legal matters it Is a bit 
plicated. I had no ulterior motive. It is fete. I was told they'd have to switch to 
^ther Phase for that. Than I was told that counsel would return the call, that this 

caLMit+^!*tJ? * c ^T eiBatiQn * lth G ommU The idea of taping was mine. But the 
e ^ irs * A£ * er we sfehe it earns to mind that *r. Edwards had expressed 

conversations J® 4 ^ been assured that the committee would not tape 

bSaet^tim i I ^ h ® ltem fGX U s<Hdd come out o£ th ® ^dget. It now seems like a 
Duaget Item is mot aecesaa^y* 

ni , ^ dt ^\ S0 ° d thlEg tiiat ^>yd»r and Mr. Sprague have the FBI to kick 

shows and th ^ cori ^ end reality there would be fewer headlines and TV 

CVXe ^ 5f mC Wlllia ^ e ® 8 to be spent this 

W or the memories people have of thexr martyrs to be treated this way. 

like leS°rS£2 r\h aB HT t “ idea of why ***** is »® little concern for niceties 

££ ££** "*** ^ fr*”*** **** **. Bay to be question^ 
vxa.8 week there can be more headlines, can t there? 

lad the name of this game is headlines- before March 31. 

Be assur^i that while I agree with Mr. Edwards in his concerns I will have no 

lnfJ2«i i r ^ aad . 1£I taped. I want to he as fortteStlL Z 

has net troubled iSeS^tfle^ 4 is that this committee in six months 

& t nun mi t>„A +. u * slf.* 0 }^ ara the ®ost basic of proves facts. Therefore it will have 
a fe»ed cud te chew. *his will be better than an untaped one, I believe.ll liSe fZt 
in all th© fantasy is something that will not hurt thfioS. Ly^T 


Sincerely, 


Barold Vaisberg 



